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ened his admiration, and prompted his pride on
account of the marvellous capabilities of man.
But the abiding impression, after all, is this. In-
vestigation and effort, on all subjects inviting
them, steadily prove that human knowledge, at
most, is very defective, and human power, at best,
very limited. The first is imported from the world
without by means of the five senses, all liable to
deception and derangement; the second is re-
strained by inexorable laws, in obedience to which
it must work out its own small achievements.

Take, for example, the plainest things. What
are the natures, how the combinations, and
whence the energy of those few well-known ele-
ments that compose the universe ? What is the
nature, why the qualities, and how the operation
of light? What the nature of that supposablc
imponderable substance existing between the at-
mospheres of planets, stars, and suns ? By what
imaginable process could they have been formed ?
What is the cause of action and counteraction be-
tween those forces that keep whirling masses of
matter of various sizes and densities in their al-
lotted circuits with such wonderful exactitude ?
Nay, let us come down to our own little planet,
with easier questions. Our philosophers show
us the proximate causes of rain, dew, frost, hail,
snow, and explain the occurrences of atmospheric
changes, of thunder and storm. These are phe-
nomena at our very feet, or suspended just above
our heads ; but when explanation ventures but a
little way back in the line of causation, how very
soon does it need itself to be explained? How